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Luca Alexander, There’s Some Whores in This Proletariat: Understanding Sex Work and 
the Call to End the Nordic Model Through a TINGE Lens 
 
Prostitute, hooker, whore, sharmoota1, puta2 – no matter the slang term, sex workers carry a 
stigma of violence, degradation, and disease that is unlike any other profession in the world. 
While many sex workers and their advocates aim to educate on sex work and deconstruct the 
various ways sex work is constructed to be a societal taboo, others are focused on “saving” sex 
workers through the Nordic Model. This paper seeks to educate on the pitfalls of the Nordic 
Model and how it is inherently violent for sex workers, especially for TINGE (Trans, Intersex, 
Non-binary, and Gender Expansive) people, as well as name the importance for religious 
communities to support sex-working communities. 
 
Ray Buckner, Flowers Blooming, Gender Becoming: A Trans Buddhist Contemplation on 
Time, Impermanence, and the feeling of Gender Transition 
 
Joining affect theory with Buddhist thought, I seek to theorize new ways of conceptualizing 
gender transition and the process of bodily and psychic becoming. Employing the method of 
critical auto-ethnography, I use my experiences as a transgender Buddhist to consider how 
gender transition can exist outside of teleological time and towards different ways of being. By 
turning to Dogen Zenji’s Genjokoan, P.A. Payutto’s commentary on “dependent origination,” 
Judith Butler’s writings on “sociality” and “mourning,” and Lauren Berlant’s contemplations on 
“cruel optimism,” I consider how normative discourses surrounding gender transition can cause 
relative and absolute harm to trans beings. I contend that it is possible to conceptualize gender 
transition outside of harmful attachments to time, bodily transformation, and happy affects. In 
this paper, I put forward a model of gender transition that I call “gender becoming”: a model that 
abides in the present moment, one that welcomes the unending arrival of feelings and time.  
  
Katrina Daly Thompson, How to Queer Islamic Rituals on Zoom: Multimodal Tactics of 
Nonconformist Muslim Intersubjectivity During a Pandemic 
 
This paper analyzes three queer-inclusive Muslim events that normally would have occurred in 
person but instead took place online because of COVID-19: a Ramadan retreat in May 2020; an 
Eid al Fitr celebration and prayer the same month; and a janaza (funeral prayer) for the Egyptian 
lesbian activist Serah Hegazi in June. In examining these events, I use a tactics of 
intersubjectivity framework to explore how participants’ authentication of their Muslim identities 
and legitimation of their queer interpretations was the outcome of semiotic practices, including 
not only language, but also the multimodal affordances of Zoom, which enabled them to use, 
reveal, or hide their bodies through various uses of cameras, clothing, and movement. As 
participants made claims and challenges to authority through such resources, they revealed 
tensions over power, authority, embodiment, gender, and sexuality at the center of contemporary 
discussions about North American religion and a globalized Islam.  

 
1 Arabic slang word for “prostitute, whore; bitch” 
2 Spanish slang word for “prostitute; bitch” 



Katherine Daniels, Eric Smith, HL Holder-Brown, and Kim Eiffert 
Panel: Queer Pedagogy: Learning and Teaching Biblical Studies in Shifted Paradigms 
 
In this session, we will examine some opportunities and challenges with teaching Bible queerly 
in a Master's of Divinity program at a theological school affiliated with a mainline Protestant 
tradition. In the first third of the time, the panel will discuss our experiences encountering 
leading queer theorists and Biblical scholars in the course “Queering Early Christianity.” We will 
briefly discuss our own experiences drawing upon these queer theorists in undertaking our own 
queer analysis of various Biblical stories. In the spirit of “queering the academic conference,” 
rather than presenting our papers verbatim, we will share highlights of our arguments alongside 
our experiences researching and writing these analyses. Kim Eiffert will discuss “Coming Out: 
Queering the Story of Jesus.” Katherine Daniels will discuss “Redemptive Reversals of 
Penetration and Receptivity: Mary’s Queerness in the Gospel of Luke.” HL Holder-Brown will 
present “Scars of Becoming: A Trans Reading of Gender in Narratives of Jesus’ body.” For the 
balance of the time, we will engage in discussion among the panelists and then among all 
attendees.  
 
Blake Garland-Tirado, In collaboration with Leito Navarrete, Painting the Pandemic: 
Visualizing Religion and Gender during Lockdown  
 
Leito Navarrete is an early career painter, and Blake Garland-Tirado is a Phd student in religious 
studies at Indiana University Bloomington. Both students respectively pursue artistic and 
scholarly themes regarding how religion informs queer indigineity, gender, and sexuality. 
Following a short presentation about visual depictions of pandemics and epidemics in history, 
the session moderated by Blake will discuss three works selected from Leito’s Pink Series which 
they painted during the 2020-21 COVID-19 Pandemic. As the proposed title suggests, our 
session explores concepts of gender, religion, and visual representations produced referencing 
indigenous expressionism. The discussion works in tandem with Blake’s academic interests 
conceptualizing black and brown gender constructions and sexualities in religious/religiously 
inspired artwork. The principal question guiding the discussing is: how do we explain and 
develop ideas about art for religious scholars interested in visual mediums and artists interested 
in new ways to visualize religion post-Pandemic?   
 
Lisa Gasson-Gardner, Jonathon O’Donnell, and William P. Boyce 
Panel: Charismatic Evangelicals at their Queer Limits: Heresy, Liminality, Power 
 
Charismatic (and) evangelical Christianities that push queerly against the perceived limits of 
orthodoxy and orthopraxy are framed as “fringe,” the claims and practices of a few, by the 
broader white US evangelical Christian community. This panel centers the so-called fringe 
claims and practices arguing that the heightened, perhaps extreme edges of Christianity provide 
crucial insights into the working of white US Christianity. This panel engages primarily these 
white US charismatic and evangelical Christianities at their limits, where queer people and queer 
thinking are often unnoticed, obfuscated, or denied. Each panelist will present examples of these 
queer intersections: a case of suicide and queer desire at the International House of Prayer in 
Kansas City, MO, the presence of charismatic worship at the January 6th Insurrection, and a 



study of how the boundary between righteous prayer and demonic witchcraft becomes policed 
through queer figures such as Jezebel.  
 
William K. Gilders, Queer and Transgender Icons 
 
In this PowerPoint illustrated presentation, I will discuss ways in which queer and transgender 
people have claimed and creatively reworked (mainly) Christian iconographic representation of 
sacred figures (“saints”) in order to communicate convictions about the value and meaning of 
queer and transgender lives. I will present examples of two distinct but closely overlapping 
modes of this proliferating cultural work: images that reframe recognized Christian saints as 
queer or transgender figures (queering or transing them); and those that represent queer or 
transgender individuals as saints (sainting them). This will be very much a preliminary 
exploration of a rich and complex body of cultural data. While I will reference a diverse variety 
of examples, special attention will be given to the work of four artists/iconographers: Brother 
Robert Lentz, OFM, Alma Lόpez, Carl Grauer, and Gabriel Garcia Roman. 
 
Oorja Gonepavaram, As You Are: A Children’s Book Advocating for the Acceptance of 
One’s Sexual Orientation in Buddhist Spirituality and Faith 
 
This book resulted from my final project for the Buddhism course at Mount Allison University. I 
had two main objectives with conducting the research and writing the children’s book: 

1. To try to increase acceptance of the Rainbow community within the Buddhist community 
(Sangha) by showing how Buddhist virtues of human rights and loving compassion go 
against homophobia. 

2. To also attempt to help queer Buddhists and lay-followers accept themselves through the 
reconciliation of sexuality and religion n including receiving acceptance from the 3 
jewels and finding ways to utilize Buddhist practices to help better their self-acceptance 
and mental health. 

The story follows the journeys of two children, Daniel and Natasha, both with wildly different 
household situations but struggling with accepting their queer identities. The book navigates how 
they gain acceptance within the Sangha despite/because of their queerness. As part of the 
conference, I will read parts of my book and contextualize the stylistic choices by backing up my 
content with secondary research and evidence. 
 
Alexandria Griffin, Celibacy, Race, and Religion in the Life of Patrick Francis Healy, S.J. 
 
Several recent works (including but not limited to books by Peter Coviello, Benjamin Kahan, and 
Kara French) have addressed celibacy as a distinct form of sexuality, both religious and non-
religious. In these examinations, race has become a site of active discussion in regard to celibacy, 
as it has been in discussions of many other forms of sexuality. However, while there is increasing 
literature thinking about celibacy and race and about celibacy and religion, little scholarship 
exists that links all three topics. In this paper, I examine the life of Patrick Francis Healy, S.J., a 
white-passing mixed-race man who was president of Georgetown University. I argue that 
Healy’s life and identities as both a white Irish-American and a Jesuit, as well as how his 
celibacy and racial identity have been approached in secondary scholarship and popular culture, 
is a useful lens for thinking about the intersections of these issues. 



 
Tyrone Grima, Queering Francis of Assisi 
 
The starting point of this research project will be the application of queer theory to the seminal 
biography written by Tomasso de Celano on Francis of Assisi, focusing particularly on 
physicality and his relationship with the body. Although this will be juxtaposed against the 
medieval frame of mind and the medieval social constructs, the findings will be embedded 
within a theoretical framework that reflects a contemporary perspective. The findings will be 
‘translated’ in an original theatrical script (or scenes from the script) that will depict the life of 
the saint, as seen from a queer angle. The process will also be presented in the form of an 
academic paper. 
 
Jane Grovijahn, ‘Deep Incarnation’ Amongst Us: A Misgendering of God and Our Failure 
to See Transgender+ Revelation 
 
I am proposing a hybrid approach somewhere between a paper presentation and a spoken word 
performance featuring a celebration of “deep incarnation: (Gregersen) as it is expressed and held 
within the brokered ecstasy of a queer+ witness to divinity, despite the raw and ruthless 
constancy of our undoing. In particular, I hold up the luminous reality of embodied knowledges 
among transgender+ persons as a mirroring of divinity while steeped in trauma. 2021 stands in a 
blood-stained shadow, likely to be the deadliest year yet, especially menacing for black and 
Latina transwomen.  
 
Queer+ folks have been colonized by misgendered readings and understandings of the Holy for 
millennia. In conversation with Christian theologians and trauma scholars like Neils Gregerson, 
Mayra Rivera, Jennifer Baldwin, and Kessel Vander Kolk, I return to epistemologies of the flesh, 
illumining a plethora of ambiguity and multiplicity in how transgendered+ folk carry bodily 
knowledge of the divine. 
 
Judit Gyárfás and Mark Rowland 
Discussion: International Interfaith Organizing 
 
This session will offer a discussion space about the different or maybe global ecumenist 
(interfaith) queer strategies that can be used in our different local contexts. Gyárfás’ thesis and 
activism queer the way out of Hungarian T-Theologies (Althaus-Reid), and will open the 
workshop by speaking about how religion, sexuality, and gender are represented in narratives in 
Hungary using the “grand imperial narrative of power” (Tonstad) contributing to religious 
stigmatization, economic and social oppression. Rowland was a key activist in working for the 
decision by the British Methodist Conference in 2021 to officially recognise two parallel 
understandings of marriage: only between a man and a woman, or between any two people.  In 
this work, Rowland was struck by the tension between a transgressive queer theological approach 
and a safe, ordinary conversation about church legislation. Believing that queer activism cannot 
be simply assimilating LGBT+ people to a cis-hetero norm, Rowland asks whether a subversive 
re/claiming of such norms serves queer activism and whether queer activism – in the church and 
elsewhere – must always be overtly transgressive. 
 



Benjamin Travis Hollenbach, God Adores All of Me: Queerness and Reconciliation in U.S. 
Mainline Protestantism 
 
In 2017, Evangelical writer Ed Stetzer wrote for the Washington Post, “If current trends 
continue, mainline Protestantism has about 23 Easters left.” Stetzer referenced a general decline 
in the more progressive branch of American Protestantism’s membership since its heyday in the 
1950s. Pew Research Center’s landmark Religious Landscape study of 2014 also spoke to this 
dwindling, noting “that 14.7% of U.S. adults are affiliated with the mainline Protestant tradition 
– a sharp decline from 18.1%...in 2007.” In this paper, based on two years of ethnographic 
research in three LGBTQ+ affirming Mainline congregations, I explore how queer church 
members discuss belonging in this context of “religious decline.” In spite of this looming sense 
of institutional uncertainty, queer members are active participants in groups which only recently 
have made efforts to be inclusive, and advocate for themselves by intervening in debates about 
theology, community, and language in these congregations. 
 
Skyler Jay Keiter-Massefski and Mel Webb 
Discussion: In the Streets and Behind the Wall: Theological Approaches to Abolition 
 
This presentation/session will invite reflection on theological approaches to abolition both in the 
prison classroom and in the street. Inspired by the open discussion held during QTSR 2021 on 
activism and academic queer discourse hosted by Brandy Daniels, this session holds space for 
exploration of questions the facilitators and attendees bring on the connections between abolition 
and authentic queer embodiment, theological commitments, the role of educators, the spatiality 
of the classroom, and more. What are the abolitionist horizons that queer studies, trans studies, 
and religious studies (and particularly the intersections of their field imaginaries) point us to? 
What does it mean to be an abolitionist scholar both inside and outside of the academy? How 
might scholars of queer/trans/religious studies be committed to an abolitionist horizon in both 
theory and practice? 
 
Wes E. King and Mx Chris Paige 
Discussion: Outside the Box: Multidisciplinary Studies of Religion 
 
We would like to facilitate a discussion about studying religion outside of religious studies or 
sociology of religion. What are the barriers? What are the opportunities? How does this approach 
make more space for queer and trans perspectives? How might queer and trans perspectives 
suffer in such an approach? How can we frame such research in ways that are legible across 
disciplinary boundaries? How does such research interrogate such disciplinary boundaries?  
 
Evan Marsolek, Christotechtonics, or, Christ the Dildo 
 
The dildo, as understood by Paul B. Preciado, is a tool of resistance that inflicts localized 
deformations on the technologies of a sex/gender system of biological dimorphism. What 
significance can the dildo hold for a queer theology? This paper posits the logic of the dildo 
operates within theological formulations and can also be understood as the deliberate 
problematic object of desire in the form of Christ. From a hermeneutical perspective, we can 
invert our formulation and note how Christ/ology has already been manipulated through its 



dildonic plasticity to determine which bodies are not allowed access to Christ (Black, woman, 
queer, non-European, etc.). As praxis, Christotechtonics allows non-normative bodies to play 
with Christ through the counter-conduct of countersexuality, resulting in counter-theological 
formulations.  
 
Kevin S. Mellis, The Doctrine of the Virgin Birth and the Intersex Body of Christ 
 
In this paper I consider the dogma of the Virgin Birth as expressed both in formal doctrinal 
statements and in liturgical texts, and in the context of medical knowledge of classical antiquity 
about how conception and embryology. Given these contexts I conclude that holding consistently 
to the dogmatic tradition requires holding that Jesus Christ had an intersex condition, and suggest 
ways the significance of this can be drawn out in theological anthropology and ecclesiology. 
 
Phoebe Mock, Queering Ancient Sex Objects: Reading Representations of the Prostitute in 
Classical Greece 
 
How do we know if something or someone is queer? In this paper, I examine how classical 
Greek vases depict sex scenes and how certain objects (e.g. pillows and lamps) point to the queer 
identities of those depicted in the scenes. Drawing upon insights from Sara Ahmed about the 
“forness of objects,” I redirect scholarly attention to these overlooked things, as we are often 
focused more on representations of people, discussing how they signal the queer agency of 
certain figures, specifically prostitutes. The use, or "mis-use" of objects, we will see, complicates 
dominant narratives of sexuality in ancient Greece vase-painting and, therefore, invites scholars 
studying sexuality in other times and places to look at the things which make sex queer. 
 
Larry J. Morris III 
Workshop: Black Queer Womanist-Ally Homiletic & Sacred Rhetoric  
  
I am currently enrolled in the Ph.D. in African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric program 
at Christian Theological Seminary (Indianapolis, IN). My research focus is the intersection of 
Blackness, Queerness, and Sacred Rhetoric. I’ve been working on a Black, Queer, Womanist-
Ally homiletic and plan to focus my dissertation on the sacred rhetoric of James Baldwin and 
Audre Lorde. This workshop will provide a brief overview of my work, time for discussion and 
feedback from participants, and an activity around the ways queer and transgender folks name 
God and/or talk about the sacred.  
  
Molly Morrison, Apprehending the Goddess: Cybele’s Transition to Romanhood 
 
In 204 B.C.E., amid the second Punic War between Rome and Carthage, the goddess Cybele was 
apprehended by Romans looking for victory and strength. Roman Cybele is shaped from 
Anatolian Cybele, her essential character defined by observers. To analyze her story, this paper 
uses a combination of critical lenses including trans, feminist, and postcolonial philosophies. 
These critical theories are useful for understanding analogous structures within her cultural, 
geographical, and gender transitions. This paper is also both about Cybele and not, as a reflexive 
look at what it means to be “doing queer history.” Inscribed upon the Roman goddess are 
adjustments drawn up to match an icon of the colonial state, but vestiges of past transformations 



still haunt her figure. We find that after living in a Roman context she both “passes” within the 
dominant cultural expectations and doesn’t at all. 
 
Kori Pacyniak 
Discussion: Visibility & Vulnerability in a Precarious Job Market 
 
Recent years have seen a lot of discussion about the precarity of the job market both inside and 
outside of academia. This workshop will be a panel/forum on how Queer and Trans folks 
experience this in unique ways. Many are committed to visibility – either on social media, 
through scholarship, or in activism and a discussion of how this can be both necessary and yet 
precarious might be particularly fruitful.  
 
Kathryn Phillips, Transmasculine Embodiment and Authority in the Life of St Matrona 
 
The Life of St Matrona focuses on a fifth-century assigned female monastic who lived as a man. 
In the earliest version of Matrona’s hagiography, Matrona and the other assigned female 
members of her monastery wore traditionally male habits and Matrona was made an episkopos 
(bishop, overseer). Scholars (Lubinsky; Davis; Bennaser) have argued that Matrona’s masculine 
presentation was symbolic of or a way to have attained her authority. In the late antique 
Mediterranean, gender was constructed along a spectrum of embodied behavior which equated 
power with masculinity. This presentation will examine how authority and power were 
constructed as masculine in late antiquity in order to argue that Matrona’s masculine presentation 
and position of authority may have been aspects of her gender embodiment, in contrast to 
interpreting her masculine presentation as merely a way to gain authority.  
 
Julie Regan,The Possibilities of Emptiness & the Realities of (Trans) Gender 
 
While Buddhist philosophy readily accepts the emptiness of gender, Buddhist communities, in 
their distinct social and cultural contexts, have a variety of normative approaches to gender and 
sexuality that present both obstacles and opportunities for queer and trans Buddhists. My 
proposed paper for this conference will explore the ways in which Michael Dillon navigated his 
own bodily and spiritual "technologies of the self" using resources from his theoretical and 
autobiographical works. 
 
Dillon's story has often been told yet has rarely been analyzed from the perspective of Buddhist 
studies. This paper will use an understanding of the Buddhist traditions (and related spiritual 
approaches) Dillon explored, together with gender and trans theory, to consider how Dillon's 
self-transformation was supported and restricted by Buddhist ideas and institutions, and how his 
experiences and insights might inform Buddhist communities today.   
  
Roshan R, Abandoning Queerness at the Footsteps of the Church 
  
Regardless of whether a queer body is ‘welcomed’ in the church space their expression(s) of 
desire is considered profane and hence, a sin. But what if “profanity” is a focal part of their 
identity; what if “sin” shapes their orientation to space and time they inhabit, then, how might a 
queer body occupy a (hetero)normative church space?  



I propose to explore these questions alongside Sara Ahmed’s work on Queer Phenomenology. 
Ahmed’s central inquiry ‘what does it mean to be oriented?’ is of particular interest to this 
presentation. To be oriented is to reside, constantly move, and negotiate with objects that 
surround a space. Our orientation enables us to “know” where we are, i.e., where our bodies 
reside, and then accordingly turn toward/away from a certain object to ‘find’ our way. Then what 
does it mean for sexuality to be lived as oriented in Goan catholic communities? What objects 
within church spaces help us move toward or away from them?  
 
Through a progression of performative photographs, audios, and self-reflexive vignettes this 
autoethnographic presentation centres around these inquiries to elucidate if queerness can exist 
inside the ambit of church space(s) in Goa, India.  
 
Anderson Fabián Santos Meza, “Mística queer: una lectura queer del fenómeno 
místico/Queer mysticism: A queer reading of the mystical phenomena” 
 
Mi contribución gira en torno a un problema que he rastreado durante los últimos años: la 
relación entre las personas místicas y las personas que hacen parte de la diversidad sexual; 
históricamente, por su carácter místico o por su identidad sexual (o por ambos factores al 
tiempo),  muchísimas personas han sido excluidas, ridiculizadas y silenciadas. Con mi reflexión, 
yo presento algunas semejanzas importantes que nos permiten considerar la idea de un devenir 
queer de Cristo, que se une a los místicos queer y todos los que existimos dentro del espectro de 
la disidencia sexual. ¿Acaso existe un Dios queer? Esta cuestión se responde desde varias 
perspectivas, pero, ante todo, desde la experiencia queer de quien expone esta reflexión.  
 
My contribution revolves around a problem that I have been tracking for the last few years: the 
connection between mystical people and people who are part of sexual diversity; historically, 
because of their mystical character or because of their sexual identity (or both factors at the 
same time) many people have been excluded, ridiculed and silenced. With my reflection, I 
present some important similarities that allow us to consider the idea of a queer becoming of 
Christ, which joins queer mystics and all of us who exist within the spectrum of sexual 
dissidence. Is there a queer God? This question is answered from several perspectives, but first 
and foremost from the queer experience of the speaker. 
 
Jeremy Michael Schulz, Monstrous Appetites: Trans Survival in the Borderlands 
 
Over the course of this paper, I will critically and empathetically explore the experience of 
surviving abuse, loss, and rape through engaging in sex and substance use as a QueerTrans 
person. I consider the unique evolution that takes place in the wake of violence as an essential 
element of sacred survival, drawing upon feminist, monster, queer, and Trans theorists to 
examine the dynamic and divine relationship between life, sex, violence, addiction, and death. I 
take an ethnographic and auto-ethnographic approach to demonstrate the monstrous reality of 
existing as addicted, Trans, survivor in an increasingly violent world. I trouble the notions of the 
monster (profane) and the hero (sacred), calling us to consider the reality of surviving as an 
abomination – those frightening manifestations of sexual and gender diversity, sexual being, 
addict, and survivor – through the uplifting of monstrosity as inherently divine.  
 



David K. Seitz, Brandy Daniels, Kris Trujillo, K. Morhman, Ferdiansyah Thajib, Max 
Thornton, and Erin M. Runions 
Panel: Devoted to Lauren Berlant 
 
“People come to theory to feel possible.”  
- Lauren Berlant 
 
We continue to mourn the passing of Lauren Berlant (1957-2021), a pathbreaking critic of the 
American dream and theorist of sexuality, gender, citizenship, affect, and neoliberalism. 
Pedagogical, playful, idiosyncratic, erudite, casual, disarming, committed to following difficult 
thought and to constant revision, reversal, and refinement, Berlant’s work continues to demand 
much of readers, but it gives us even more in return. In gratitude and grief, this session brings 
together theoretically engaged junior scholars of religion, gender, and sexuality to reflect on 
Berlant’s legacies, with a response from a senior colleague versed in Berlant’s work. Kris 
Trujillo writes that, “The precarity of life is intimately entangled with the precarity of theory, 
which is to say that the devotion to the dead is inseparable from the devotion to queer theory.” 
This panel convenes a space of devotion to Berlant’s life and work, with open audience 
participation to follow. 
 
Jon Kara Shields and Elizabeth Trudeau 
Workshopping a Survey for Gender-Affirming Care-Providers 
 
Dr. Trudeau and Ms. Shields are planning to survey healthcare providers that provide gender 
affirming care about their religious affiliation, strength of religious affiliation, and related 
questions in order to compare religious beliefs among gender-affirming care providers and the 
general public (data from the GSS and possibly other sources). This survey is intended as a pilot 
and will also ask participants about their willingness to be contacted for qualitative interviews on 
related subjects. In this session, Jon Kara and Libby will present a very rough draft of the survey 
to be sent out in this pilot study with health-care providers (construed broadly), as well as 
describing the method of survey distribution. After they provide a quick orientation to the aim of 
the survey and the ideas behind its current form they will welcome comments, questions, or 
additional collaborators to help refine the survey before it is sent out as a pilot. This session will 
be an opportunity to get more interdisciplinary feedback as well as to seek collaborators that 
might be interested in working with survey results, or collaborating on a larger nationwide 
survey once this pilot survey is complete. 
 
Andy Silveira, Unusual Indecent Lives: Queering Faith and Autoethnography 
 
This paper engages a practice of queer storytelling and performativity to give an unusual 
autoethnographic account of the emotionality of how religiosity and faith becomes a source of 
contention while cohabiting a shared space. While examining “unusualness” that theologian 
Marcella Althaus Reid regards as a condition of indecency, this paper reimagines newer 
possibilities of relating and also integrates newer identities into the social structure of 
consciousness. Through a series of reflexively personal texts, it interrogates the effects of 
suicide, death, aging, religiosity and queerness that affect familial relationships. 
 



Rosa St John, Transition, Identity, and Temporality: Alternatives to the State of Exception 
 
Jean-Luc Nancy in his critical response to Giorgio Agamben’s erroneous statements about the 
pandemic recalled a personal disagreement regarding Nancy’s heart transplant, which Agamben 
advised Nancy against.3 Nancy believes Agamben’s skepticism of the pandemic is rooted in a 
similar skepticism of established Biopolitics.4 One can imagine if he is opposed to heart surgery, 
Agamben’s attitude toward gender affirming healthcare would also be dismissive.  
 
There is a problem in Agamben’s work where “the state of exception” is not accompanied by an 
alternative.5 I want to argue that the Homo sacer series is intellectually deprived because of the 
absence of the Trans experience in his work. By applying Nancy and Agamben’s work on 
community6 toward queer community, I wish to provide one hopeful alternative to the state of 
exception in the reconstructing of gender in transition both as engagement with “bare life” but 
also as a reflection of one’s temporal existence.7 
 
Emma Thompson, #syncretism: Queer Social Media Activism and Secularism in India 
 
Nestled in the comment accompanying a photo of hijras at a Sufi shrine are the hashtags 
#syncretism #pluralism #diversity. By invoking these concepts, the Indian Muslim queer activist 
group that made the post evokes the languages of secularism, deploying secular tropes 
strategically in their activism in the face of an increasingly Hindu nationalist government. In this 
paper I look at the social media activism of two queer activist groups based out of India, one 
Muslim and one religiously non-affiliated. I ask how they navigate and deploy languages of 
secularism, paying particular attention to their use of art and their interactions with current 
events. I argue that both groups rely on shifting secular tropes within their activism to build 
community and respond to challenges, but that their relationship to secularism is complicated by 
tensions in what secularism means, both to their members and to the nation more broadly. 
 
Max Thornton, Becoming Mycohuman: A Queer Fungal Ritual 
 
Donna Haraway’s Staying with the Trouble calls us to practice SF: science fiction, science 
fantasy, speculative feminism, speculative fabulation, etc. In the spirit of both Haraway and 
queer/trans studies in religion, this presentation transgresses the boundaries of scholarship, 
fabulation, performance art, and religious practice. I begin with a scholarly discussion of the 
fictitious Transmycelial Syndicate (or “shroomies”), a queer radical eco-collective and new 
religious movement said to have flourished in the 1990s. I will discuss the shroomies’ 

 
3 Jean-Luc Nancy. “Viral Exceptions” in “On Pandemics. Nancy, Dwivedi, Mohan, Esposito, Nancy, Ronchi” special 
issue, European Journal of Psychoanalysis (Spring 2020). 
4 Ibid. 
5 Giorgio Agamben. State of Exception trans. by Kevin Attell (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2005). 
6 Jean-Luc Nancy. The Inoperative Community trans by Peter Connor (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press, 1991). 
Giorgio Agamben. The Coming Community trans. by Michael Hardt (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press, 1993). 
7 Giorgio Agamben. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life trans. by Daniel Heller-Roazen (Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 1998). 



mycorrhizal philosophy, anarchoqueer politics, and fungal spirituality. Attendees will then be 
invited to participate in a reenactment of a shroomie ritual directed toward bodily transformation, 
applying our collective queer fungal energy to the pursuit of monstrous mycohuman 
embodiment. 
 
Laurel Zwissler, David K. Seitz, Shaundra L. Cunningham, Eziaku Nwokocha, and Brandy 
Daniels with Ryn Marcel and Jordan Ducree 
Panel: Ethnographic Research Ethics Roundtable: Looking Out for Our Participants, 
Ourselves, and Each Other 
 
Ethnographic methods are increasingly promoted across the interdisciplinary fields of the 
academic study of religion and form an important part of our subfields of queer and trans* 
studies in religion. Honoring the tradition of this conference making space for conversations that 
are often difficult to have frankly in other professional environments, we envision this panel as a 
place to be honest about the emotional and social labor – along with the messy, intersectional 
vulnerabilities – that can accompany ethnographic work. This roundtable brings together 
scholars utilizing a diversity of qualitative methods to conduct research with and on 
contemporary and historical communities. Each participant will present a vignette focused on a 
quandary or challenge from our fieldwork and/or writing up. We will then use those as a 
springboard for discussion, both across the panel and with audience members. 
 
Imperfections, impasses, and imposter syndromes welcome! 
 
Laurel Zwissler, Transgressive Sexuality as Race: The Racialized Stereotype of the Satanic 
Priest 
 
Part of a larger project on The Satanic Temple and its activism around LGBTQ+ civic inclusion, 
this paper specifically explores ways that the stereotype of the “Satanic priest” is racialized, even 
as it has historically been applied in the media to specific, notorious white men. Aleister Crowley 
can serve as a case in point. He was publicly despised for many things, including his 
promiscuous sexuality, sex with men, and celebration of non-Anglican religious practices, but all 
of this was inextricably tied up with his time spent outside of England and his Orientalism. The 
racial element of fears surrounding him was so strong that, in fictionalized literary depictions, his 
thinly veiled characters are often depicted not only as “dark,” but sometimes mixed-race. 
Analyzing the racialization of an overwhelmingly white movement, such as Satanism, can help 
reveal some of the mechanisms through which not only Christian nativism, but also 
homonationalism, operate. 
 


